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BOOK NOTICES 



Constructive Natural Theology. By Newman 
Smyth. New York: Scribner, 1913. Pp. x 
+123. $1.00. 

The author says correctly that the number 
is increasing of those who desire to know the 
effect upon Christian religion and theology of a 
full acceptance of the results of scientific research 
in all fields. This little book is the publication 
of lectures intended to meet the needs of such 
inquirers and to lead them through realms 
whence they may get fresh inspiration and a 
broader faith. The volume is the forerunner 
of a larger treatise on the meaning of personality 
as a fact in nature. It deals with the scientific 
materials for theology, the method and prob- 
lems of theology, Christ as a final fact in nature, 
and scientific spirituality. Dr. Smyth holds 
that the minister who would be most effective 
in today's environment must be acquainted 
with the best that has been done in the entire 
range of the natural sciences — not that the 
minister should be an expert scientist himself, 
but that he should be able to lay hands upon any 
part of the field, know what the original authori- 
ties in science have done, and turn their work to 
account in constructive theological thinking. 
The book should have a wide circulation. 



Christ and the Dramas of Doubt. By Ralph 
Tyler Flewelling. New York: Eaton & 
Mains, 1013. Pp. xi+277. $1.00. 

The subtitle is " Studies in the Problem of 
Evil." The book gives a new and attractive 
literary form to the discussion of dark problems 
which have troubled men ever since they began 
to reflect on life and destiny. In primeval 
ages, man was not a doubter. Fear and de- 
spair were constant factors in his existence; 
but to his childlike imagination and unripe 
intellectual faculties, the thing we call "doubt" 
was unknown. Doubt has always been the 
negation of conventional formulas; and hence 
there can be no negative until there has first 
been some kind of positive, constructive belief. 
The literature of doubt appears, not in the 
beginning, but in the maturity or decadence 
of culture. 

This book studies a number of great dramas, 
from various historical periods, which give ex- 
pression to the struggle of the human spirit with 
characteristic forms of doubt. The movement 
of its thought is through five steps to the con- 
clusion. The first step is typified by the 
Prometheus Bound of Aeschylus, in which there 
is a revolt against an inhuman god and a struggle 
with an impossible theology. Why does 
Prometheus, who has brought down fire from 
heaven, and done great good to man, find him- 



self bound to the rock? The second step 
is that of Job, in which the struggle is with the 
mystery of pain, and in which the conventional 
theology denies Job's integrity in a vain attempt 
to save itself. The third step is that of Hamlet, 
in which the struggle is with the problem of an 
outraged moral order, and in which the innocent 
seems to be borne down by an unmerited weight 
of woe. The fourth step is that of Faust, in 
which the struggle is with the problem of re- 
demption. Can man be saved by his own ac- 
tivity alone ? The fifth step is that of Ibsen's 
Brand, in which the conflict arises out of the 
failure of spiritual ideals. Whence comes the 
futility of the iron conscience which demands 
that everything in life be sacrificed to the attain- 
ment of an impossible perfection? All these 
doubts, theoretical and practical, are resolved 
by Christ, in whom God is personally identified 
with the struggling and suffering life of humanity. 
The book is written in a clear and simple style, 
with frequent flashes of insight; and it will have 
interest and instruction for many who are ac- 
tively concerned about the problem of evil. 



France Today: Its Religious Orientation. 
By Paul Sabatier. New York: E. P. Dut- 
ton & Co., 1913. Pp. xii+302. $2.00. 

A deeply interesting and informing essay, not 
merely stating facts, but weaving them into a 
sympathetic treatment which gives a view of 
France at an angle not familiar to many out- 
siders. The legend of the superficial French- 
man, says the author, is hard to kill. It has 
penetrated everywhere, and with such success 
that some Frenchmen themselves receive it as a 
kind of unquestionable fact. Most foreigners, 
encouraged by this, judge France by what they 
gather of Paris in their hasty visits, glancing 
through some society papers, and seeing the kind 
of literature displayed on the railway book- 
stalls. The apparent skepticism of France may 
well be a faith ignorant of itself. The note 
which M. Sabatier thus strikes in his intro- 
duction sounds throughout the volume. 

It is significant that a book of this kind 
should be published in a series called "Library 
of the Social Movement." It is a study of con- 
temporary religion in France from a purely 
sociological point of view. The author takes 
neither Catholic, nor Protestant, nor atheistic 
ground in studying his fellow-countrymen. He 
is primarily French, looking with admirable 
perspective at the whole national life as that of 
an organism, or group, having a character and 
existence of its own, which transcends and 
envelopes Catholic, Protestant, and atheist alike. 

Never has the activity of the Roman 
church in France been so great, nor its organiza- 
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tion so strong, as today; but the complaints 
and cries of alarm which arise on every hand 
tell plainly enough that it is uneasy and realizes 
the gravity of the present crises. You are 
impressed by its immense effort, provided with 
infinitely complex agencies which penetrate 
everywhere, but which, almost ignored by the 
people, attain scarcely any appreciable result. 
After the Franco-Prussian War, the masses of 
the people in the smallest country towns per- 
ceived that the church did not understand the 
situation; that she was an institution engrossed 
above all else in herself; that she was not the 
nation praying for light and seeking its way. 
People are amazed at the ease with which separa- 
tion of church and state has been voted, and at 
the public indifference amid which it has been 
carried into effect. 

On the other hand, if France has not appreci- 
ated Protestantism, it is because Protestantism 
has lacked appreciation of the history, tempera- 
ment, and needs of France. The few French- 
men who are Protestants belong to a small 
class which, for various reasons, fails to compre- 
hend the genius of the nation as a whole. Prot- 
estantism is always speaking as though the 
choice of a religion were a mere act of untram- 
meled will. It has been efficient in organizing 
the prosperity of a few individuals, but has thus 
wounded the French domestic ideal at the point 
where it is most susceptible and most noble. 

Equally sure is our author that the nation 
is not going over to the camp of anti-religion 
and atheism. Its present religious orientation 
is essentially French, and the nation seeks, even 
though blindly and slowly, to express itself in 
its own way and in its own time. While the 
French peasant will not identify himself with 
the political phase of Roman clericalism, he 
goes to church and refuses to be assimilated 
with free-thinking anti-clericalism. The in- 
stinctive enthusiasm of the French for general 
ideas and causes has been forced to express itself 
outside the churches, without their aid, and 
apparently in opposition to them. The unfold- 
ing democracy does not like dogmas, because 
they are imposed upon it as absolute and final 
points of attainment, and not as milestones 
indicating the way of past achievement. The 
present moral movement in France permeates 
the entire political, intellectual, and religious 
life of the country like a spirit or leaven, whose 
tendency is to transform the very foundations 
of society. 

American Social and Religious Conditions. By 

Charles Stelzle. New York: Revell, 191 2. 

Pp. 240. $1 . 00. 

Books on the social problem from the stand- 
point of religion are now multiplying to such an 
extent as to make it difficult for the layman, 
who formerly had little choice, to know where 
to turn amid the flood of new publications. 



Those who desire to study the actual facts and 
conditions of present-day society in America, 
under the guidance of one who realizes the need 
and value of religion as a force in the treatment 
of such facts, can make no mistake in securing 
Mr. Stelzle's new volume. He takes up the 
problems of city and country, economic aspects 
of the liquor question, women and children on 
the industrial field, the immigrant, the Negro, 
the Indian, social movements, the church as a 
social agency and a religious force, and the 
churches in a unified program of advance. 

An increasing host will agree with the author 
that " the concentration of wealth in the hands of 
a comparatively few individuals is a peril to the 
homes of the masses, for such ownership of the 
land and the means of production can only result 
in the exploitation of the people" (p. 10). 
But let us hope and labor for the non-fulfilment 
of his prophecy that "it is altogether likely that 
the greatest battle in history will soon be fought 
between capital and labor" (p. 169). He well 
says that there will not be one answer to the 
social question, but many. And all answers will 
be at heart religious, for the social problem is 
fundamentally a religious problem. Therefore 
the church will have an important part in its 
solution. 

American Syndicalism: The I.W.W. By John 
Graham Brooks. New York: Macmillan, 
1913. Pp. 264. $1.25. 

One must needs be wide awake in these 
kaleidoscopic days to keep well informed on all 
the latest movements. Five or ten years ago 
we thought we were up to date if we understood 
the facts relating to modern Socialism. The 
American public, even now, is hardly at home 
with the phenomenon of an aggressive and rap- 
idly growing Socialist party; yet we have not 
become habituated to this remarkable develop- 
ment in our political life before we are called 
upon to heed the insistent demands of another 
claimant for attention. 

Mr. Brooks has given us an illuminating and 
authoritative study of the I.W.W. movement; 
and his book is one which all students of the 
times will be glad to know. The I.W.W. is 
put on exhibit as a new variation of the Socialist 
propaganda conducted from the standpoint of 
unskilled labor. The I.W.W. men have no re- 
spect for Socialism as a political party, on the 
ground that Socialists in public office — such as 
Victor Berger in Congress — can do but little 
for the "cause" while the existing system of 
privately owned industry is allowed to stand. 
As a consequence, vote-counting and the 
ballot box mean little to this new, militant type 
of Socialism. In place of "political action" 
the I.W.W. would substitute "direct action on 
the industrial field " as the best method of secur- 
ing the rights of the working class. The ins 
and outs of American syndicalism, the social 



